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Ariana Grande’s ‘secret’ album has nothing to do with her An album of

Spice Girls reunion tour: Will it be the same without Victoria
Beckham? It’s the news every Spice

what appeared to be unreleased Ariana
Grande songs had nothing to do with the
singer herself, Newsbeat understands.
Fans had been speculating whether
she secretly released a whole album
under a different identity. Someone
going by the name of Zandhr put the
collection, called Nobody Does It Better,
on 
several streaming services. But
a source close to the singer has told
Newsbeat the album “was not affiliated
with her” in any way. After several users
started debating online whether the 10 tracks were Ariana singing or not, the songs became unavailable.
The songs certainly sounded like they were being sung by Ariana herself, but it’s still not known who
compiled the collection (i.e. a fan) or who got their hands on the tracks. We do know the release was
completely unofficial and was posted by an unauthorised third party. The tracks included Cadillac and
Champagne, which were thought to be versions of Ariana’s previously unreleased songs. It was available
on at least three different streaming services, but has since disappeared. Adding fuel to the fire, the
biography of Zandhr on Spotify appeared in the upside down font which Ariana Grande has used on her
most recent album campaign. While the music was still available, fans knew many of the songs already:
Too Close was a bonus track on the Japanese version of My Everything. Nobody Does It Better was
apparently intended for her debut album. Better Days is a song that Ariana Grande performed with Victoria
Monet at the One Love Manchester tribute concert. In Your Hands is thought to be the collaboration
between Ariana Grande and Diplo which was teased in 2016. The album seemed to have been around for
about a week, but it’s only in the last 24 hours that people picked up on the link to Ariana. Last weekend,
the singer released surprise single Thank U, Next, in which she sings about four of her ex-boyfriends
including Mac Miller and Pete Davidson. She sings: “Thought I’d end up with Sean / But he wasn’t a
match / Wrote some songs about Ricky / Now I listen and laugh. “Even almost got married / And for Pete
I’m so thankful / Wish I could say thank you to Malcolm / ‘Cause he was an angel.” Even though her fourth
studio album, Sweetener, was only released in August, she’s already teased that a whole new album is on
the way before the end of the year. As yet, no-one can seem to find significance in the name Zandhr, or a
connection to Ariana Grande herself. BBC

Girls fan has been waiting for - the girls are
going back on tour, 23 years after they first
spiced up our lives. But Baby, Ginger, Scary
and Sporty will be without their fifth member
- Posh. Victoria Beckham has declined to
take part, meaning the band comes a four
piece, and not for the first time. Geri Horner
originally left the band in 1998, and the rest
of the girls performed together until their split
in 2000. The band all returned to the stage
for a 10-year reunion tour back in 2007 and last performed together at the closing ceremony of the London 2012 Olympic Games. So will it be the same without all five Spices in action? We called on some
superfans to get their opinions. ‘ Disappointing with four’ Holly Shorthall is a huge fan from Dublin
and says Posh not being included is “disappointing in two ways”. “The first - the fact that Victoria has
decided against partaking in the tour, and the second being that the other four girls have decided to go
ahead without her,” she says. “The Spice Girls, to me, were never The Spice Girls when there were only
four of them, and although Victoria Beckham will always be my favourite of the five, I would feel the exact
same if Emma, Geri or either of the two Mels weren’t included on the bill.” Michelle Dignan is now a travel
presenter on BBC Radio 5Live, but back in the 90s was part of a Spice Girls tribute band with her school
friends (she performed as both Geri and Mel B - impressive). “I’m gutted [Victoria] isn’t included but not
surprised,” she says. “Out of all of them, she really doesn’t need the career boost! “She has a very well
respected [fashion] brand - maybe she is worried that might be damaged by doing something ‘cheesy’.
“I’m very surprised that they are going ahead anyway as I think these things always work better when
all members are involved.” The band will embark on a six-date stadium tour across the UK next summer
- stopping off in cities including Manchester, Sunderland and London. ‘I’ll go - but it won’t feel complete’
Holly is certainly on board to see them after missing out in the past. “I think I probably will [go and see
them], but it genuinely won’t feel complete - and I would say that no matter who was missing. “They
kicked off their first tour as a five-piece in Dublin in 1998, when I was nine years old. “Tickets sold out
fairly quickly and as my parents had four kids under 11 then, it just wasn’t something that was possible at
the time. “When all five did the comeback tour together in 2008, they didn’t do any Irish dates as, if I recall
correctly, our main arena venue was being renovated.” For Michelle, she’s on the fence about whether she
will go and see the band on this tour, having seen them “loads in the 90s”. She says: “Geri left just before
one of the concerts I had tickets for in the 90s and I still went, but it wasn’t the same. “I went to watch them
on their reunion tour 10 years ago - when Posh was included. I was so, so excited but then felt a bit ‘meh’
as I left the arena. “The constant shouts of ‘girl power’ really worked in the 90s and songs like Wannabe
were just brilliant - but it all felt a bit dated. “Having said that, I sung Stop on karaoke at my wedding
and it was one of my favourite parts of the day!” And perhaps the best analogy from Michelle about the
upcoming tour? “When I was at primary school I used to love that sponge dessert with pink custard. “I’m
sure if I had it now, then I’d think it was rubbish! I’m worried the Spice Girls are a bit like pink custard!” BBC
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If there’s a bullet out there with my name on it, that’s okay - it’s my time. It’s the
ones that say “To whom it may concern” that worry me.
Rob Fields
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